Ex-CIA Chief Helms Says Katzenbach 
Lied to House Assassinations Probers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Former CIA Director 
■ Richard Heims said today that a former attorney gener- 
al could not have toid the truth when he swore he could 
not recall meeting with Helms about the handling of a 
Soviet defector, Yuri Nosenko. 

Testifying at a House Assassinations Committee 
hearing on the death of President John F. Kennedy, 
Helms presented memos of his meeting with Nicholas 
Katzenbach to discuss the Nosenko matter on Anril 2 
1964. H 

Helms told the panel that his attorney recently 
contacted Katzenbach to discuss Helms’ recollections of 
the meeting with him. 

Katzenbach yesterday denied under oath that he 
had any recollection of such a meeting and said he felt 
sure he would have remembered any detailed discus- 
sion of the case. 

Committee Chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) lis- 
tened to Helms’ account and then asked, “Then Mr. 
Katzenbacb’s statement could not be true, could it?” 

“No, it could not,” Helms replied. 

Katzenbach was deputy attorney general at the 
time of Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas on Nov. 22, 
1963. He subsequently served as attorney general and 
now is a counsel to IBM Corp. 

There was no immediate comment from him today 
on Helms’ testimony. 

Nosenko defected to the United States in 1964, 
claiming he had been a high-ranking Soviet KGB official 
and had extensive knowledge of Lee Harvey Oswald’s 
activities during his three-year stay in Russia. 

The Warren Commission chose not to question 
Nosenko during its investigation of the murder of 
Kennedy. The commission concluded that Oswald was 
the lone assassin. 

Helms, then a deputy director of the CIA, said the 
agency considered it “a matter of the utmost impor- 
tance” to determine whether Nosenko was a legitimate 
defector or a Soviet plant. 

The agency at first believed him to be a plant and 
expressed that opinion to the Warren Commission. 

But in April 1964, Helms said, he and other agency 
officials were making plans to confine Nosenko in 
Spartan circumstances” for intensive questioning. He 
said he and other CIA officials met with Katzenbach 
and other Justice Department officials to discuss 
Nosenko’s legal status. 

During the meeting, a department lawyer express- 
ed the view that Nosenko was an alien who could be 
paroled to the custody of the CIA and that “CIA could 
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do anything to carry out the terms of parole,” Helrr 
said reading from a memo prepared by the CIA counsi 

at the meeting. 

Katzenbach asked the Justice Department attorney 
to research the question further and contact the CIA 
and this was done. Helms said. 

Heims acknowledged that Katzenbach probabh 
was never told the details of Nosenko’s confinement fo 
more than three years in a tiny concrete and steel cel 
where he was fed a diet of tea, porridge and macaron 
and denied virtually all human contact. 

Although John McCone was CIA director when thf 
Warren Commission was conducting its probe in 1964 
Helms was head of the agency’s clandestine services 
and was heavily involved in its dealings with the com- 
mission. Helms was CIA director from 1966 to 1973. 

The committee today was also expected to seek 
Helms explanation for the agency decision to withhold 
information about these matters: 

... . * Blzarre CIA P Iots to assassinate Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro, possibly with the help of U.S. crime syndi- 
cate figures. Some conspiracy theorists have suggested 
Cubans were involved in Kennedy’s murder as retalia- 
tion for the plots against Castro. 

•Discussions within the CIA about attempting to 
use Oswald as a source of information about Russia 
after his return to the United States in 1962. Helms told 
the Warren Commission the agency “never contemplat- 
ed such an effort, but CIA documents dispute his 
sworn testimony. ^ 



